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Foreword

AIR CARGO FROM A to Z is designed to meet the needs for
improved communications and understanding in the dynamic
world of air cargo. To fulfill that need ATA published the first
edition in 1967. We now present “A to Z” in its sixth edition. Up
to this printing, there have been more than 125,000 copies pub-
lished. “A to Z" is regarded as one of the most complete glos-
saries in the air freight industry. It has proven its usefulness as a
reliable reference document for veteran transportation special-
ists to clarify air cargo questions and is recognized as a valuable
introduction to air cargo for the newcomer. As in the past, this
latest edition is useful as a definition of terms to answer questions
asked by the increasing number of people who find themselves
using air cargo systems.
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AIR CARGO FROM A to Z is presented in glossary form as an
easy, simplified reference for shippers and others. What follows
is, for the most part, a glossary of air cargo working words.

ACCESSORIAL SERVICES—Services performed by an airline
in addition to the normal transportation service. Common acces-
sorial services include advancement of charges, pickup, deliv-
ery, C.0.D. service, signature service, and storage.

ACCOUNT NUMBER—AnN identifying number issued by carrier
accounting offices to identify a shipper and/or consignee. The
number ensures accurate invoicing procedures and customer
traffic activity.

A.E.V. (ARTICLES OF EXTRAORDINARY VALUE)—Commod-
ities identified as high value items.

ADVANCE ARRANGEMENTS—The shipment of certain classes
of commodities in air freight—examples: gold, precious gems,
furs, live animals, human remains, and oversized shipments—
require arrangements in advance with carriers. For detailed infor-
mation consult any airline.

ADVANCEMENT OF CHARGES—A service under which air-
lines, in some instances, pay incidental charges arising before
or after an airhaul. Examples would include cartage and ware-
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housing costs. These charges can be in advance for the conven-
ience of either the shipper or their receiver.

AIRBILL—See AIR WAYBILL.

AIR CARGO—AnNy property (freight, mail, express) carried or to
be carried in an aircraft. Does not include passenger baggage.

AIR CARGO GUIDE—A basic reference publication for shipping
freight by air. It contains current domestic and international cargo
flight schedules, including pure cargo, wide body and combi-
nation passenger-cargo flights. Each monthly issue also contains
information on air carriers’ special services, labeling, airline and
aircraft decodings, air carrier and freight forwarders directory,
cargo charter information, United States and Canadian city direc-
tory small package services, interline air freight agreements,
aircraft loading charts and more. For information:

AIR CARGO GUIDE
2000 Clearwater Drive
Qak Brook, IL 60521-9953

AIR CARGO, INC. (ACI)—A ground service corporation estab-
lished and jointly owned by the United States scheduled airlines.
In addition to its airline owners, ACl also serves over 30 air freight
forwarders and international air carriers. One of ACI's major func-
tions is to facilitate the surface movement of air freight by nego-
tiating and supervising the performance of a nationwide series
of contracts under which trucking companies provide both local
pickup and delivery service at airport cities and over-the-road
truck service to move air freight to and from points not directly
served by the airlines. ACI publishes a directory of these trucking
services, listing over 19,000 points served in the United States
and the applicable pickup and delivery rates. Other services
include claims inspection, terminal handling, telemarketing ser-
vice, and group purchasing (equipment, supplies, insurance).
ACI also makes available, in many cities, low cost, disposable
containers for shippers’ use. For further information.

Air Cargo, Inc.
1819 Bay Ridge Avenue
Annapolis, MD 21403



AIRCRAFT PALLET—The use of a platformor pallet (in air freight
usually from 34" to 2" thick) upon which unitized shipment rests
or on which goods are assembled and secured before being
loaded as a unit onto the aircraft. Most carriers offer container
discounts for palletized loads. (See container chart on pages 28—
30).

Palletization results in more efficient use of space aboard freighter
aircraft and better cargo handling, particularly when used as part
of mechanized systems employing such other advances as pallet
loaders and pallet transporters.

The pallet loader is a device employing one or more vertical lift
platforms for the mechanical loading or unloading of palletized
freight at planeside.

The pallet transporter is a vehicle for the movement of loaded
pallets between the aircraft and the freight terminal or truck dock.
Sometimes the functions of both the pallet loader and pallet
transporter are combined into a single vehicle. See PALLET.

AIR EXPRESS—A term often used to describe expedited han-
dling of air freight service. See PRIORITY AIR FREIGHT.

AIR FREIGHT—A service provided for the transport of goods in
any volume. Air freight is, by far, the predominate form of air
cargo accounting for over 80% of all air cargo movement.

Each shipper's decision to move goods by air turns on one or
more of these basic factors:

® The time factor.

® Inventory control.

e Superior condition of goods upon arrival.
® [ ower shipping costs.

Increasingly, the decision to ship by air is a market oriented
decision and hence, a consumer oriented decision.

AIR FREIGHT FORWARDER—Serves a dual role. The air freight
forwarders are, to the shipper, an indirect carrier because they
receive freight from shippers under their own tariff usually con-
solidating it into larger units which is tendered to the airlines. To
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the airlines, the air freight forwarder is a shipper. An air freight
forwarder is ordinarily classed as an indirect air carrier; however,
many air freight forwarders operate their own aircraft.

AIRMAIL—The term “airmail,” as a class of mail, is used only in
international postal service. Within the United States, the U.S.
Postal Service moves all first class mail, priority mail, and express
mail by air where this will expedite delivery.

AIR PARCEL POST—A term commonly used for priority mail
which consists of first class mail weighing more than 13 ounces.
Priority mail is another economical and expedited service for the
shipping of parcels by air.

AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (ATA)—The
trade and service organization for the U.S. scheduled airlines.
ATA acts on behalf of the airlines to serve the Government and
the public in activities ranging from improvement in air safety to
planning for the airlines’ role in national defense. ATA plays a
leading role in encouraging Government to cut red tape that
hampers foreign trade. In the cargo field, ATA works with the
airlines, the Government, and shippers in developing improved
standards and techniques in all phases of air cargo. ATA is an
authoritative source of information on cargo matters ranging from
air freight packaging practices, automation, and freight lift
capacity, data on air freight growth, and statistical data on air
cargo services. For information:

Air Transport Association of America
1709 New York Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20006-5206

AIR TRANSPORT COMMITTEE—A Canadian government agency
responsible for the economic and general welfare of air transport
within Canada. For information:

Air Transport Committee
15 Eddy Street
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A ON9

AIR WAYBILL (AIRBILL)—Shipping document used by the air-
lines for air freight. It is a contract for carriage that includes carrier
conditions of carriage including such items as limits of liability

4



